20th ANGLIAN BOXER CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW

Dog Critique – Alex Palacín

During the year 2008 I had the honor to judge Boxers at the Championship Show of the Trent Boxer Club. It was my first time judging Boxers at the United Kingdom. I remember being impressed by the excellent average quality level of the female Boxers. That first experience absolutely blew up any preconceived idea that I could have about UK Boxers, removing completely away the stupid prejudices that sometimes can be found inside the minds of continental fans (and also judges). For some reason, thinking about the show finals, my memory kept the impression that Boxer males had a bit lower average quality level than Boxer females.

Still was thinking so, when I came back to judge at the Newark Showground during that icy morning of January the 29th. But I soon realized that the average quality level of Boxer males in England is also excellent.

I really appreciate the work of competent UK breeders. The sense of balance in the structures of their dogs (wich have nice profiles and functional angles in most cases) uses to avoid exaggeration. But anyway Boxers have such an obvious sexual imprinting in their head expression, as well as in body bones and substance.

It was notable the Boxer heads average level. The structure of a brachycephalic skull (but still narrow and sharp) is one of the main ethnic characteristics wich makes the difference from other similar breeds. It brings so many implications about the conservation of a real typical expression: Correct eyes position and shape, lateral sides parallelism, contained temporals and cheeks, etc… It is important that UK breeders continue producing this type of head. Avoiding flat or round skulls with pronounced medial lines (as in Bullmastiff); evident temporals and cheeks; as well as oval, small and too much lateral eyes. These are the main problems nowadays in the continental Boxer. Now it looks easier to find good typical and expressive heads in UK than in Germany.

As a feature to improve in the future, I have found asymmetries in jaw closing more often than desirable. In the most severe cases with obvious functional consequences.

Therefore, I am very grateful for the opportunity that the Anglian Boxer Club gave me to enjoy judging its 20th Championship Show, and would like to congratulate the entire team for their competent work organization, leading a show wich surely will remain in my mind with great memories. 

I would also like to thank all the exhibitors for their sportsmanship and congratulate them for their work. The UK Boxer is in good hands.

VETERAN DOG (6)

1 CH KOPPERNOX MICKEY FINN JW- An absolute excellent dog, with so many signs of distinction in his type and body structure. He is in excellent condition. I assume he’s got a show career full of success.

2 ABYTHORN DIJON – Remarkable dog because of his substance, bones and masculinity. He’s got a bit too short muzzle (but anyway wide and deep) and excellent teeth. He is in very good condition.

MINNOR PUPPY (12)

1 WALKON OKAY DOKAY WITH LANFRESE –  A dog with excellent size. Maybe less spectacular than the second classified, but certainly, the most harmonius and balanced dog of this class in all aspects. Very correct expression and body structure. He’s got a functional movement.

2 MARBELTON CHASE THE DREAM –  Big dog with highly developed chest for his age, very good bone and substance. Correct profiles and better front angulations than rear. Good expression although the lower jaw could be more folded, also could carry his ears a bit more adherent to the skull.

PUPPY DOG (10)

1 GLENAULD THE ORACLE – Beyond irreproachable estructure and type, what distinguishes this dog with sculptural static (and functional movement) is something as intangible as evident: The so-called champion “touch of class”.

2 BERWYNFA BASSHUNTER WITH MEKART – A dog with similar quality to the winner. Maybe bigger-boned and more substance, also with some loose skin in his neck, but remarkable in every way. During the jugdement his rear muscles didn’t look perfectly symmetrical.

JUNIOR DOG (14)

1 OLLEYVILLE OREN McPHEE – Balanced dog, with elegant static. Very good profiles and angulations, wich are able to express themselves by a fluent movement. Typical and balanced head, although the chin may be more evident and the mask a bit more intense.

2 VANDENROB STRIKING ‘N’ FUNKY – Great bones, substance and general appearance. Nice angulations, even though must finish setting the elbows. Correct head in proportions and expression, but his skull is slightly heavier than the winner’s.

YEARLING DOG (11)

1 SON OF A GUN AT BERWYNFA – Top quality dog. In his sculptural static is remarkable the perfect skin, dry and adherent, wich perfectly shows his muscles. Almost squared body with irreprochable profiles and angulations. Firm topline transmitting the drive during movement. Balanced head with nice eyes expression, middle wide teeth.

2 VANDENROB DESIGNARE AT GLENAULD – A dog of similar quality than the winner, better broad teeth, but still has to finish developing the forechest. His rear drive during movement is also slightly more restrained.

NOVICE DOG (6)

1 STANRYK ROCKY DREAMS AT BRICLIFF – Big, strong and masculine, with an excellent static despite has a slight tendency to arch his topline when not in tension. Expressive and balanced head. Correct movement although the topline would look better by training his presentation at the ring.

2 REDMOL MONEY FOR NOTHING – Remarkable for his massive and big-boned substance, wich must mature to look stronger and more solid according to his potential qualities. Functional movement despite front angulation profile could develop with age.

GRADUATE DOG (12)

1 SHADES OF SHAKATAN – Excellent medium size, strong, compact, with dry skin and balanced body. Excellent profiles and angulations, marked withers and functional movement. Balanced head, with dark and expressive eyes. The skull could be a little higher.

2 DALTAMIE FIRE CRACKER – Typical, balanced, with a very expressive and clean head. Excellent parallelism of the lateral sides. Good front and rear angulations. The presentation should improve because it shows a slight arch in the topline when he’s not in tension.

POST GRADUATE DOG (12)

1 RAMELEON ON REFLECTION – Compact, balanced, with dry skin. Excellent marked withers and balanced angulations. Typical head, dark and expressives eyes, enough contained cheeks, but the chin could be more evident. Functional movement.

2 SULTASH DOUBLE CRACKER –  Big, almost squared, with strong pigmentation. Good angulations, although I wish a further development of the forechest. Typical head, with dark and expressive eyes, muzzle a little short but anyway wide and deep.

LIMIT DOG (22)

1 STANRYK DREAM RYDER – Top quality dog. Massive, strong boned and substanced, but not overdone. He offers an excellent image of strength and compactness, both in static and movement. Balanced, great profiles and angulations. Important masculine head, with excellent proportions and expression. Dog CC.

2 BERWYNFA G FORCE – Strong and balanced, good profiles and angulations, wich express themselves in a strong movement with good drive, though the loin may be a little bit shorter. Typical, balanced and expressive head.

OPEN DOG (11)

1 CH VERILEAS DANCING DEANO AT JIMBREN – Big, compact and squared dog. Excellent bone and substance. Deep chest, balanced angulations and functional movement. Expressive head, good eyes having nice shape, colour and position. Cubic muzzle, but the chin could be more evident. Res. Dog CC.

2 STANRYK DAY DREAMER AT SURFSTONE JW – Excellent profiles and angulations, with good movement. The neck is a little bit longer and more elegant than the winner’s, but has stronger skull and some extra wrinkles. Expressive eyes. Wide and deep muzzle.

